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5,  Martin  Street 
Stafford. 

2nd,  June,  1931. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  of  Stafford. 

It  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  1119, 
dated  18th  June,  1930. 

The  report  is  dated  a  month  later  than  last  year, 
chiefly  because  the  necessary  vital  statistics  were  received 
later  than  usual.  Even  now,  no  estimate  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  1930  is  available,  and  as  directed  in  a  Memorandum 
from  the  Ministry  dated  28th  January,  1931,  the  various 
rates  have  been  calculated  provisionally  on  the  1929 
estimate  of  28,680,  which  I  believe  to  be  several  hundreds 
below  the  correct  figure  for  1930. 

The  year  was  a  healthy  one,  and  the  absence  of 
deaths  from  infectious  disease  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  improved  conditions  in  the  swimming  bath,  due 
to  the  installation  of  mechanical  filtration,  are  I  think 
evident  to  all.  They  were  all  the  more  necessary  as  we 
have  only  the  one  swimming  pool,  the  small  brine  pool 
not  being  able  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  large  bath. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  section  on  Housing,  much 
remains  to  be  done  before  even  the  water  supply  and 
sanitation  of  some  of  our  houses  can  be  described  as 
satisfactory.  The  great  difficulty  still  is  to  provide 
houses  at  rents  low  enough  for  certain  large  families 
with  small  incomes.  If  this  difficulty  is  not  solved,  what 
sort  of  citizens  will  these  large  families  make  as  they 
grow  up  ?  Differential  rents,  low  when  the  children  are 
young  and  raised  when  they  are  older  and  able  to  earn, 
appear  to  be  the  only  solution  in  some  cases. 


The  slaughterhouse  question  has  been  with  us  from 
the  beginning,  and  has  hardly  yielded  at  all  to  the 
progress  of  hygiene.  Are  we  never  to  get  rid  of  the 
conditions  existing  in  1847,  and  recognised  even  then  as 
insanitary  ?  I  fear  that  until  the  public  abattoir  becomes 
the  rule  in  England  (as  it  is  already  in  Scotland)  the 
conditions  under  which  animals  are  prepared  for  human 
food  will  not  be  satisfactory. 

I  have  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and 
Gentlemen,  for  your  continued  support  in  my  work,  and 
particularly  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  for  their  loyal  co-operation  throughout  the 
year.  I  am,  as  in  other  years,  specially  indebted  to  Mr. 
Drury  and  Miss  Suffield  for  their  help  in  producing  this 
report. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  MACNAB. 


REPORT. 

- O - 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,420  acres 

p  .  .  (Census  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  28,635 

opu  a  j  estimate  (1929)  28,680 

Density  of  population  or  number  of  persons 

per  acre  (1929)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.4 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  ...  5,642 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  5,964 

Number  of  rooms  per  person  (1921)  ...  ...  1.13 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1930) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  6,792 

Rateable  value  (General  Rate,  31st  March, 

1930)  .  £168,898 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £770 


Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  occupations  are  Boot  and  Shoe 
Manufacture,  and  General  and  Electric  Engineering.  No 
evidence  has  been  produced  which  points  to  any  import¬ 
ant  influence  of  any  local  industry  upon  health ;  except 
that,  as  elsewhere,  tuberculosis  appears  to  be  somewhat 
prevalent  among  boot  and  shoe  operatives. 
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Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Population. — On  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  1929  estimate  of  the  population  has  been 
used  again  this  year  in  calculating  all  rates.  This  is 
because  the  Registrar-General  intends  to  take  into 
account  the  populations  as  ascertained  by  the  1931 
Census  in  computing  his  estimate  for  1930,  and  will  not 
be  likely  to  issue  his  figures  for  another  two  months  or 
so. 

Live  Total  M.  F. 

Births:  j Legitimate  402  197  205  Birth  Rate  14.3 

411.  (Illegitimate  9  6  3 

The  rate  for  the  159  Smaller  Towns  of  England  and 

Wales  is  16.2.  Last  year  Stafi'ord’s  birth  rate  was  15.5. 

These  figures  disclose  a  further  fall  below  the 

previous  lowest  on  record  for  the  Borough,  namely  434 
births  with  a  rate  of  15.1  in  1928. 

Stili.  Total  M.  F. 

Births:  Legitimate  18  11  7 

19.  Illegitimate  1  10 

Total  M.  F. 

Deaths:  333  175  158  Recorded  Death  Rate  11.6. 

The  death  rate  is  affected  by  the  age  and  sex  of  the 
population  concerned,  being  higher  among  an  elderly 
population  and  also,  to  some  extent,  among  males  as 
compared  with  females  of  similar  age. 

The  Registrar-General  supplies  a  “  factor  for 
Correction  ”  to  each  district  based  on  the  age  and  sex  of 
its  population  as  shown  at  the  last  Census.  When  the 
recorded  death  rate  of  a  town  is  multiplied  by  this  factor 
the  corrected  death  rate  is  obtained.  This  is  truly 
comparable  with  the  death  rate  of  any  town  similarly 
treated. 

The  factor  for  correction  for  Stafford  is  0.991,  and  the 
corrected  death  rate  is  11.5,  compared  with  10.5  for  the 
159  Smaller  Towns  and  11.5  for  Stafford  last  year. 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  public 

institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 
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This  figure  is  high  in  Stafiford  owing  to  the  presence 
in  the  town  of  the  General  Infirmary,  the  Marston  Road 
Institution  (late  Poor  Law),  and  the  two  large  Mental 
Hospitals. 


The  causes  of  death  are  shown  below : — 


Causes  of  death. 

Males. 

Females.] 

Total. 

Enteric  fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Small-pox  . 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

2 

— 

2 

Scarlet  fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  . 

5 

3 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . 

1 

1 

2 

Meningococcal  meningitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

12 

7 

19 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  . 

5 

3 

8 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 

33 

20 

53 

Rheumatic  fever  . 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes  . 

2 

— 

2 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc . 

9 

14 

23 

Heart  disease  . 

27 

36 

63 

Arterio-sclerosis  . 

5 

3 

8 

Bronchitis  . 

10 

8 

18 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

11 

3 

14 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

1 

4 

5 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum . 

2 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) . 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis . 

1 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver . 

1 

2 

3 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis . 

2 

7 

9 

Puerperal  sepsis  . 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

— 

— 

— 

pregnancy  and  parturition . 

Congenital  debility  and  malforma- 

— 

1 

1 

tion,  premature  birth . 

2 

10 

12 

Suicide  . 

2 

— 

2 

Other  deaths  from  violence . 

13 

4 

17 

Other  defined  diseases . 

27 

29 

56 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un-known . 

— 

1 

1 

Total  deaths  . 

175 

158 

333 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  the  same  as  last  year. 
There  were  fewer  deaths  from  Influenza  (9),  Arterio¬ 
sclerosis  (9),  and  Whooping  cough  (5).  The  main 
increases  were  14  more  from  Cancer,  6  from  Accident, 
and  5  from  Nephritis.  Of  the  53  deaths  from  Cancer  no 
less  than  31  were  due  to  disease  afi'ecting  the  digestive 
system  (including  the  mouth  and  throat),  and  of  these 
24  were  in  males  and  only  7  in  females. 
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Xinety-seven  deaths  took  place  at  ages  of  70  years 
and  over. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — There  were  four  deaths 
registered  as  due  to  zymotic  diseases  giving  a  rate  of 
0.14,  compared  with  0.28,  the  average  for  the  preceding 
ten  years.  This,  the  lowest  figure  yet  recorded,  is  the 
same  as  that  for  1926  and  1928. 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  (all  ages)  2 

„  „  Whooping  cough  ...  „  „  0 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  2 

Total  Zymotic  Deaths  4 


Death  rates  for  the  main  causes  are : — 
Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  etc. 
Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

All  other  causes  ... 

Total 


...  2.18 
...  1.83 
...  1.28 

...  0.93 
—  6.22 
5.28 


11.50 
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Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1930. 

rovisioudl  n‘ju'‘es.  The  rates  for  England  ajid  Wales  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1930,  but  those  for  the  towns 
have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1929.  The  mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and 
Wales,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of  towns.) 
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Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 
child  birth  : — ■ 

from  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  0 

from  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  death  was  that  of  a  patient  who  had  received 
treatment  for  albuminuria,  both  before  and  after  her 
confinement,  and  who  died  ten  days  after  labour. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births  — ■ 

For  legitimate  infants  ...  ...  ...  47 

For  illegitimate  infants  ...  ...  ...  333 

For  all  infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

The  following  table  gives  the  infant  mortality  for 
1930,  and  for  the  previous  ten  years : — 


Year 

i 

Births.  1 

1 

' 

Under  c 

)ne  month. 

1 

Under 

one  year 

Deaths 

1 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

1920 

622 

17 

27 

41 

66 

1921 

595 

22 

37 

44 

74 

1922 

496 

15 

30 

35 

70 

1923 

491 

16 

33 

27 

55 

1924 

449 

17 

38 

33 

73 

1925 

486 

10 

21 

25 

51 

1926 

481 

16 

33 

29 

60 

1927 

455 

12 

26 

22 

48 

1928 

434 

15 

35 

26 

60 

1929 

446 

13 

29 

28 

63 

Average 

for  10  yrs. 

495.5 

15.3 

30.9 

31.0 

62.6 

1930 

411 

9 

22 

oo 

53 

10 


Deaths  under  1  Year. 
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The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  (22)  is  the 
lowest  so  far  recorded,  but  owing  to  the  fall  in  the  total 
births  from  446  to  411  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  53, 
compared  with  48  in  1927  and  51  in  1925,  the  two  lowest 
figures  recorded  so  far.  Our  rate  is  still  better  than  the 
unusually  low  figure  of  55  returned  for  the  159  Smaller 
Towns. 

It  will  be  noted  that  12  of  the  22  deaths  are  due  to 
causes  operating  at  or  before  birth  leaving  only  10  related 
to  the  Child  Welfare  period,  while  of  the  12  seven  were 
due  to  congenital  malformations,  the  causes  of  wdiich  are 
still  unknown. 

Onlv  four  of  the  twentv-two  had  attended  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre. 

Still-births. — There  were  nineteen  still-births, 
corresponding  to  a  rate  of  44  per  1,000  births  (including 
still-born).  Of  these,  12  were  males  and  7  females.  The 
following  particulars  were  ascertained  : — 


Instrumental  delivery  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Macerated  infant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Persistent  vomiting  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accidental  injury  during  pregnancy  ...  ...  1 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  cause  ascertained  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


In  the  illegitimate  case  no  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  the  confinement,  no  doctor  or  midwife  was 
present  at  the  actual  birth,  and  the  case  was  un-notified. 

Twelve  of  the  mothers  had  been  attended  by  their 
own  doctors  during  pregnancy.  Two  attended  the  Ante¬ 
natal  Centre,  of  these  one  was  sent  back  to  her  midwife 
with  a  note  to  say  that  the  child  was  probably  dead,  the 
other  was  taken  by  the  midwife  to  her  own  doctor  for 
treatment  for  albuminuria. 

Deaths  of  Children  from  1  to  5  Years. — Only 
eight  deaths  occurred  at  these  ages.  Three  were  due  to 
tuberculous  meningitis,  and  the  other  five  to  measles, 
bronchitis,  epilepsy,  septic  meningitis,  and  accident. 

Four  of  the  above  were  Welfare  children. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Home  Nursing. 

The  general  nursing  of  the  District  is  provided  by 
the  .Stafford  District  Nurses’  Society,  Tipping  Street. 
The  Society  also  provides  nursing  for  cases  of  Measles 
and  other  ailments  of  the  young,  when  requested  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  do  so,  and  receives  an 
annual  grant  from  the  Council  for  this. 

Midwives. 

The  Council  does  not  employ  or  subsidise  practising 
midwives.  Nine  midwives  practised  in  the  Borough 
during  1930,  all  of  whom  were  certificated. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  or  analysis  of  clinical  material 
(sputum,  swabs,  etc.),  water,  milk  and  food  stuff’s  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Bacteriologist  and  the  County 
Analyst  at  the  County  Laboratories,  Martin  Street, 
Stafford. 

Adoptive  Acts,  etc.,  in  Force  in  the  District. 

Local  Acts. 

Stafford  Corporation  Acts  of  1876,  1880,  and  1896. 
Adoptive  Acts  Relating  to  Public  Health 

Date  of 
Adoption. 

Local  Government  Act,  1858  ...  ...  ...  1872 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890...  1891 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts  ...  ...  ...  1891 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ...  1891 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 

Parts  II,  III  (except  Sections  39  to  42 
inclusive),  IV,  V,  VI,  and  X  ...  ...  ...  1923 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  H  (except 
Section  34),  HI,  IV,  and  V .  1926 
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Bye-laws. 


Date  of  Adoption 
or  Revision. 

Water  Closets  (made  under  Stafford  Corpora¬ 
tion  Act,  1896)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1897 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1923 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1927 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1927 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  1928 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  and  the  Drainage 

of  Existing  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  1930 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  the  bye-laws  have  been 
revised  and  brought  up  to  date  within  the  past  few  years. 


Hospitals. 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  Foregate 
Street. — General  medical  and  surgical  wards.  This 
hospital  admits  children  as  well  as  adults.  Ear,  nose,  and 
throat  cases  are  treated  as  well  as  certain  cases  of  difficult 
labour,  puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia,  ophthalmia  neon¬ 
atorum,  etc.  The  only  cases  excluded  are  “  infectious 
diseases  or  cases  of  fever  including  typhoid  and  phthisis.” 
The  hospital  has  an  up  to  date  operating  theatre  and  the 
following  special  departments : —  X-ray,  dental, 
ophthalmic,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  massage. 

Marston  Road  Institution. —  This  was  the  Poor 
I.aw  Infirmary,  and  is  used  for  the  chronic  sick. 


County  Mental  Hospital,  Gaol  Square.— This  has 
accommodation  for  950  patients,  and  is  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Mental  Hospitals  Board. 

Coton  Hill  Mental  Hospital,  Weston  Road. — 
For  private  patients,  and  has  accommodation  for  150. 


Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  Tithe  Barn  Road. 
(accommodation  nominally  22  beds),  is  provided  jointly 
by  the  Stafford  Borough  Council  and  the  Stafford  Rural 
District  Council  for  the  treatment  of  Scarlet  fever. 
Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  fever. 
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Small  Pox  Hospital,  Moxley. — The  Corporation 
are  members  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox 
Hospital  Board,  and  are  thus  part  proprietors  of  the 
Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Moxley,  to  which  any  cases  of  the 
disease  are  admitted. 

Tuberculosis. — Local  cases  are  treated  in  the  Insti¬ 
tutions  provided  by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton 
and  Dudley  Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 

Maternity  Hospitals.- — Nil. 

Orthopaedic. — Cases  requiring  operative  treatment 
are  admitted  to  the  hospital  at  Hartshill. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  deaths  is  carried  out 
by  the  M.O.H.  under  a  scheme,  organised  by  the  County 
M.O.H.,  which  secures  the  co-operation  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Midwives  who  also  inquire  into  cases  of  puerperal 
fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia. 

Institution  for  Homeless  Children. 

The  Cottage  Homes  in  Stone  Road  have  accommod¬ 
ation  for  60  children. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A  motor  ambulance  is  maintained  by  the  Council, 
and  is  available  for  the  town  and  surrounding  district. 
It  is  housed  in  a  local  garage,  and  is  used  for  general 
ambulance  work,  also  for  infectious  cases  (subject  to 
disinfection).  Application  should  be  made  to  the  FMlice, 
Stafford  (Tel.  No.  1,  Stafford). 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. — At  the 
Wesley  Schools,  Queen  Street,  provided  by  the  Borough 
Council,  and  staffed  by  the  Public  Health  Department, 
with  assistance  from  the  Guild  of  Social  W elfare.  This 
centre  is  open  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  from  10  a.m. 
to  noon  and  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

Ante-natal  Centre.— At  the  Wesley  Schools,  Queen 
Street,  on  Thursdays  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

School  Clinic. — For  minor  ailments,  dental,  ear, 
nose  and  throat,  and  ophthalmic.  In  Mill  Bank.  Provided 
by  the  County  Education  Committee. 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic. — In  premises  situated  in 
Sandon  Road.  Provided  by  the  Stalford  Cripples’  Centre. 
The  arranp;ements  under  which  Child  Welfare  cases  are 
able  to  benelit  from  this  are  mentioned  under  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare. 

Artificial  Light  Clinic. — Artificial  light  treat¬ 
ment  is  available  at  the  General  Infirmary. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. —  In  Mill  Bank,  provided 
by  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint 
Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 

Venereal  Diseases. — The  nearest  clinics  are  those 
provided  by  the  Stafford  County  Council  at  Wolver¬ 
hampton,  Stoke-on-Trent,  and  Lichfield  Hospitals. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

This  continues  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  both  as  to 
quality  and  quantity.  The  amount  used  for  domestic 
purposes  has  had  a  tendency  to  increase,  but  has  by  no 
means  risen  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  houses 
provided  with  baths.  The  number  of  gallons  per  head 
per  dav  supplied  for  domestic  purposes  has  been  as 
follows:—  1913—14.59,  1920—15.15,  1929—18.22,  1930— 
17.36,  and  1931—17.30. 


Reports  on  the  water  are  obtained  regularly  from  the 
County  Analyst  and  the  County  Bacteriologist,  and  have 
always  been  entirely  satisfactory.  The  following  are  the 
latest  reports 


ChExMical  Examination. 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212'^F 
Free  and  saline  ammonia 
Albuminoid  ammonia  ... 

Nitric  nitrogen  ... 

Chlorine  . ,. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80*^F 
Appearance 

Injurious  metallic  contamination 
Hardness,  before  boiling 
„  after  „ 

Temporary  hardness  ... 


Parts  per 
100,000 

...  24.0 

...  Nil 
. . .  0.0020 
. . .  0.40 
...  2.30 
...  0.010 
Clear 
None 
. . .  9.42^ 
...  5.00^ 

. . .  4.42^ 


This  water  maintains  its  excellent  quality  for  drink¬ 
ing  purposes. 
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Organisms 

Bacteriological  Examination.  per  c.c. 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72  hours  @  37'^C  ...  4 

On  nutrient  gelatine  after  72  hours  incuba¬ 
tion  @  22''^C  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No  typical  B.  coVi  present  in  100c. c.  of  this 
sample  after  72  hours  incubation  (a) 

37‘X. 

The  high  bacteriological  quality  of  this  water  is 
maintained. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

As  in  previous  years  a  good  deal  of  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  inspection  of  the  water  courses  in  the 
Borough,  and  considerable  improvement  has  been  noticed, 
particularly  with  regard  to  pollution  by  oily  substances. 
A  considerable  amount  of  pollution  is  still  noticeable  at 
the  beginning  of  the  week,  especially  during  the  summer 
months.  To  a  great  extent  this  appears  to  be  due  to 
having  the  washing  tubs  out  of  doors,  the  soapy  water 
being  splashed  or  emptied  on  to  the  yard,  and  so  finding 
its  way  down  the  surface  drain  into  the  streams. 

As  in  previous  years  analyses  of  water  from  the  Sow 
and  Penk  were  made  for  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Rivers  Pollution  during  the  year. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Plant,  the  Borough 
Engineer,  for  the  following  recent  analysis  of  the  sewage 
and  final  effluent  in  parts  per  100,000 ; — 


Sewage.  Effluent. 


Four  hours  oxygen  absorption 

--O’* 

10.15 

1.25 

Free  and  saline  ammonia  ... 

5.00 

2.70 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

1.15 

0.25 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (nitrite)  ... 

— 

Present 

Nitric  nitrogen  (nitrate) 

— 

0.75 

Biochemical  oxygen  demand 
(Royal  Commission  Test) 

— 

1.64 
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This  shows  a  purification  of  87%  as  measured  by 
the  oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  test,  and  78%  as  measured 
bv  the  reduction  in  albuminoid  ammonia. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  4,950  water  closets  with 
flushing  cisterns  and  2,132  waste  water  closets  in  the 
Borough.  The  number  of  pail  and  midden  privies 
remains  the  same,  about  14  in  outlying  houses. 

The  waste  water  closets  still  continue  to  give  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  Out  of  1,490  stoppages  1,089  were 
in  waste  water  closets.  This  is  an  increase  of  75  over 
last  year.  The  numbers  had  been  steadily  falling  for  the 
past  ten  years.  The  increase  may  be  due  to  more  use 
being  made  of  the  services  of  the  Corporation  workmen. 
When  stoppages  are  found  to  be  due  to  unsuitable  articles 
choking  the  drain,  notices  are  sent  to  the  householders 
concerned  calling  on  them  to  exercise  more  care  so  as  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  the  trouble. 

During  the  year  9  waste  water  closets  were  converted 
into  pedestal  W.C’s  with  flushing  cisterns. 


Scavenging. 

The  gradual  replacement  of  open  wooden  tubs  by 
covered  galvanised  iron  bins  has  been  continued,  and, 
during  the  year,  notices  have  been  served  in  respect  of 
353  houses  calling  on  the  owners  to  provide  such  recept¬ 
acles.  This  is  an  increase  of  199  over  last  vear,  and  is 
due  to  the  decision  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  that 
all  open  wooden  receptacles,  even  if  in  good  repair,  should 
be  replaced  by  galvanised  bins  with  proper  covers. 


Since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  for  the 
abolition  of  the  uncovered  wooden  receptacles  about  ten 
years  ago,  3,196  galvanised  bins  have  been  purchased 
from  the  Corporation,  and,  in  addition,  a  considerable 
number  have  been  obtained  privately.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  last  of  the  wooden  tubs  will  have  been  replaced 
within  a  short  period. 
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The  Borough  Engineer  having  reported  that  the 
existing  destructors  are  practically  worn  out,  it  is 
proposed  to  make  a  tentative  trial  of  the  Bradford 
system  of  controlled  tipping,  in  the  hope  that  much  of 
the  refuse  may  be  dealt  with  by  this  method.  As  there 
is  a  fair  amount  of  low-lying  land  in  the  area  this  system 
has  obvious  attractions.  It  is,  however,  proposed  to 
retain  the  destructor  for  certain  classes  of  refuse. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Drury,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
presents  the  following  table  summarising  the  routine 
work  of  the  vear. 


The  scope  and  extent  of  this  work  continue  to 
increase,  owing  not  only  to  the  advance  of  the  town  but 
also  to  the  steady  increase  in  Public  Health  legislation. 
Its  importance  and  the  part  it  plays  in  improving  the 
health  of  the  town  have  been  pointed  out  in  recent 
annual  reports. 


As  in  previous  reports,  the  great  majority  of 
nuisances  are  remedied  as  the  result  of  informal  notices, 
which  is  very  satisfactory. 
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No.  of 

Notices 

Nuisances 

abated 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Defects 

Informal 

I 

Statutory 

2 

1 

1  1 

1 

2 

Visits  to  dwelling- 
houses  . 

2876 

1 

Houses  requiring 
cleansing  . 

15 

8 

8 

2 

6 

2 

Structural  defects . 

117 

141 

51 

15 

29 

10 

Housing  of  Working 
Classes  Act . 

363 

41 

34 

7 

33 

Lodging-houses  . 

8 

Factories  &  Workshops 

167 

21 

21 

17 

Dairies  &  Milkshops... 

142 

14 

13 

12 

Cowsheds  . 

86 

6 

6 

6 

Bakehouses  . . 

76 

18 

18 

18 

Slaughterhouses  . 

900 

2 

2 

2 

Fried  Fish  Shops . 

89 

11 

11 

11 

Canal  Boats . 

Ashpits  &  want  of  re¬ 
ceptacles  for  refuse.. 

709 

353 

308 

35 

242 

28 

Deposits  of  refuse  & 
manure  . 

81 

6 

6 

6 

Water  Closets . 

182 

133 

73 

14 

53 

10 

House  drainage  defects 

175 

93 

73 

13 

55 

7 

Water  supply . 

2 

1 

1 

Animals  improperly 
kept  . 

11 

a 

5 

5 

Offensive  Trades  other 
than  Fried  Fish 

Shops  . 

8 

Defective  yard  pave¬ 
ments  . 

13 

7 

7 

3 

2 

2 

Otlier  nuisances . 

29 

15 

15 

1 

11 

1 

Overcrowding  . 

16 

8 

8 

3 

Closet  stoppages 
cleared  . 

1490 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1  6065 

1  2332 

667 

117 

485 

93 

Unwholesome  food: — 


Number  of  surrenders 
Number  of  seizures  ... 

Condemned  by  Magistrate . 

Prosecutions  for  exposing  for  sale 
Convictions  for  exposing  for  sale  ... 


354 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease: — 

Lots  of  infected  bedding  disinfected  or 

destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  170 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  65  fixed  smoke  observations  have 
been  made  of  the  smoke  emitted  from  the  various 
chimney  stacks  within  the  Borough  in  addition  to  general 
observations.  Where  necessary  letters  have  been  sent  or 
verbal  cautions  given. 

As  a  result  of  a  general  recommendation  by  the 
Midlands  Joint  Advisory  Council  for  Smoke  Abatement 
the  Corporation  proposed  to  adopt  the  Model  Bye-law 
framed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926.  It  seems  likely 
that  this  will  require  some  alteration  to  meet  the  special 
difficulties  of  the  Salt  Works,  where,  for  example,  one  of 
the  chimneys  has  twelve  furnaces  fed  into  it. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 

Bye-laws  or  Regulations. 

Milk  Producers  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the  Borough  69 
Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  whose  premises 

are  outside  the  Borough  ...  ...  32 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ofi'ensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Butchers’  Shops  .  ...  ...  ...  39 

Many  of  the  producers  of  milk  are  also  enumerated 
amongst  the  retailers. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  Borough 
relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  for  tents,  vans,  sheds, 
etc.,  and  there  is  no  need  for  regulations  in  regard  to 
underground  sleeping  rooms. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  now  29  Offensive  Trades  on  the  Register, 
of  which  25  are  fried  fish  shops,  fish  frying  having  been 
declared  an  Offensive  Trade  on  June  18th,  1923,  and  97 
visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises.  The  remainder 
consists  of  1  fellmonger,  1  rag  and  bone  merchant,  and 
2  gut  scrapers. 

The  fish  frying  businesses  have  been  carried  on  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  no  complaints  have  been 
received  by  the  Department  with  regard  to  them. 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Inspections. — 55  inspections  of  Factories  and  188  of 
Workshops  and  Workplaces  were  made.  39  defects  were 
discovered  and  action  was  taken  to  have  these  remedied 
where  necessary. 

Homework. — Lists  of  outworkers  were  received  as 
follows : — - 

Wearing  Apparel  (making) 

(Once  a  year)  10  lists  relating  to  18  workmen. 
(Twice  a  year)  4  lists  relating  to  10  workmen. 

Registered  Workshops. — The  workshops  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were : — 


Bakehouses  ... 

...  24 

Boot-making  and  repairiiip* 

...  21 

Dressmaking 

...  3 

Tailors 

...  20 

Milliners 

...  1 

Cycle  and  Motor  repairing 

...  16 

Miscellaneous 

...  54 

139 


Miss  Suffield,  Health  Visitor,  in  addition  to  her 
other  duties,  carried  out  16  inspections  in  factories  and 
6  in  workrooms  where  women  are  employed,  and  reported 
4  defects  in  factories. 


1.- — Inspection. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

I  Inspec¬ 
tions. 

1  Written 
Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

55 

5 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

177 

— 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises) 

11 

Total  . 

243 

5 

— 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Particulars. 

1  Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

toH.M. 

Inspector 

'  Nuisances  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts* 
Want  of  cleanliness 

13 

13 

Want  of  ventilation. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of 
floors  . 

Other  nuisances . 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommoda¬ 
tion. 

Insufficient  . 

Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  . 

17 

13 

Not  separate  for 
sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the 
Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Acts. 

Illegal  occupation  of 
underground  bake¬ 
house  (s.  101) 

Other  offences . 

Total  . 

39 

35 

— 

— 

*Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Rag  Gatherers. 

Observations  continue  to  be  made  on  the  rag  gather¬ 
ers,  particularly  those  from  outside  the  town,  who 
exchange  toys  for  rags.  Two  cases  were  detected,  the 
offenders  giving  addresses  in  Birmingham.  These 
addresses  turned  out  to  be  false,  and  as  they  could  not 
be  traced  it  was  impossible  to  take  magisterial  proceed¬ 
ings. 


Rag  Flock  Acts. 

VisitvS  have  been  made  to  upholsterers’  and  cabinet 
makers’  premises  with  reference  to  the  above  Acts,  but  as 
they  obtain  their  supplies  under  guarantees  it  did  not 
appear  necessary  to  take  samples. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  now  three  houses  (jn  the  Register  in  use  as 
Common  Lodging  Houses.  One  oi  these  consists  of  two 
cottages  and  is  not  much  used,  one  has  been  a  large 
private  dwellinghouse,  and  the  other  factory  premises 
which  have  been  adapted.  These  have  been  inspected, 
and  found  to  be  kept  in  fair  condition,  taking  into 
account  the  nature  of  the  premises. 

Cinemas,  etc. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises,  and  their 
sanitary  condition  has  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Disposal  of  the  Dead. 

The  graveyard  surrounding  St.  Mary’s,  Castlechurch, 
is  now  practically  full,  and  proposals  have  been  put 
forward  for  its  extension.  Unfortunately,  the  ground  in 
this  area  is  marl  and  clay,  very  unsuitable  for  the 
purpose.  The  latest  proposal  is  to  extend  towards  the 
west,  that  is  beyond  the  Borcnigh  boundary.  There 
seems  a  likelihood  that  this  may  result  in  pollution  of  the 
surface  water  entering  the  Borough  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

No  boats  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  the 
branch  of  the  canal  inside  the  Borough  not  being  used. 

Schools. 

A  sanitary  survey  of  each  school  is  made  three  times 
a  year  by  the  School  Medical  Inspector,  whose  reports 
are  considered  by  the  Education  Authority,  any  necess¬ 
ary  action  being  taken. 

When  absence  from  school  is  suspected  to  be  due  to 
illness,  duplicate  reports  are  sent  by  the  Head  Teacher 
to  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  and  to  the  M.O.H. 
Where  necessary  the  School  Nurse  visits  the  home  to 
investigate. 
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Convalescents  from  infectious  disease  and  contacts, 
who  have  been  excluded  from  school,  are  reported  to  the 
Deputy  School  Medical  Olhcer  by  the  and  are 

seen  by  one  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  at  the  School 
Clinic  before  being  allowed  to  return  to  school. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separate!}- 
under  (b)  ) 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  ... 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority. 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  H  of  the 
Act  of  1925  ... 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  HI  of  the 
Act  of  1925  ... 

(c)  For  other  purposes 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  liealth 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1372 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  2290 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Plousing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  225 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  363 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  508 


25 

0 

0 

25 


0 

0 

0 

0 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  408 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  34 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  66 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices : — 

(a)  by  owners  .  ...  ...  60 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  6 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  0 
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4.  Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority. 
Total  number  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  997 

Built  during  the  last  two  years  ...  ...  ...  149 

(These  are  held  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925) 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  town  consist  of 
rows  of  working-class  dwellings  in  streets,  many  of  these 
have  been  built  for  80  years  or  so.  There  are  a  few 
courts  comprising  older  houses,  often  in  poor  repair,  and 
at  times  without  through  ventilation. 

The  post-war  houses  are  of  the  usual  types,  built  in 
blocks  of  2,  4,  6  or  8.  Some  of  the  older  houses  are  in 
need  of  general  repair,  but  the  prevailing  defects  among 
them  are — absence  of  a  damp  course,  no  proper  food 
store,  and  insufficient  window  openings. 

Extent  of  Shortage. — It  is  considered  that  200  new 
houses  will  be  required  within  the  next  five  years  in 
addition  to  some  50  required  to  replace  those  to  be 
demolished.  This  is  in  view  of  an  application  list  of 
about  700,  which  contains  the  names  of  some  who  are  in 
houses  already  and  of  others  who  for  various  reasons  are 
considered  unsuitable  for  Corporation  houses. 

It  may  be  recalled  that  at  the  1921  Census  there 
appeared  to  be  only  322  families  in  excess  of  the  number 
of  houses.  The  Census  showed  5,642  inhabited  houses 
with  91  void  and  51  returned  as  non-private,  a  total  of 
5,784.  The  Treasurer’s  books  at  the  end  of  1930  showed 
6,792  inhabited  houses  plus  23  void,  a  total  of  6,815.  The 
net  increase  of  houses  since  the  1921  Census  is  therefore 
6,815—5,784=1,031. 

As  the  Registrar-General  estimated  the  increase  in 
the  population  to  be  only  45  from  mid-1921  to  mid-1929, 
and  there  has  been  no  great  inrush  of  people  since,  this 
total  of  1,031  extra  houses  seems  ample  for  332  families 
plus  45  other  persons.  It  is,  however,  expected  that  the 
1931  Census  will  show  that  there  is  still  need  for  more 
houses,  and  that  the  population  is  greater  than  the 
estimated  number. 


The  type  required  is  the  non-parlour  house  with 
three  bedrooms,  built  so  as  to  let  at  the  lowest  rent  poss¬ 
ible  with  all  unnecessary  expense  cut  out.  Far  too  many 
families  find  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  pay  the  present 
rents,  and  it  is  very  undesirable  that  the  children’s  food 
and  clothing  should  be  stinted  to  make  the  house  look 
‘‘  pretty  ”  from  outside. 

To  those  who  wish  to  build  two-bedroomed  houses 
for  newly  married  couples  or  old  people  I  would  point 
out  that  there  are  already  1,344  two-bedroomed  houses 
in  the  town  and  46  with  only  one  bedroom  ! 

The  problem  of  finding  suitable  sites  for  new  houses 
is  not  easy  to  solve  in  Staft'ord,  where  much  of  the  land 
is  low-lying  and  subject  to  floods. 

Overcrowding. — There  are  between  20  and  30 
houses  known  to  be  overcrowded,  judged  by  the 
standards  laid  down  for  lodging  houses,  but  if  houses 
built  for  one  family  and  occupied  by  two  or  more 
families  are  to  be  regarded  as  overcrowded  then  the 
number  is  much  larger.  A  group  of  17  bad  cases  were 
reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  at  the  end  of 
1929,  and  referred  by  them  to  the  Housing  Committee. 
Little  or  nothing  has  been  done,  as  most  of  the  families 
appear  unable  to  pay  their  present  low  rents  and  some 
of  them  are  known  to  be  idle  and  dirty.  A  few  are 
certainly  unwilling  even  to  apply  for  better  accommod¬ 
ation.  The  Housing  Committee  do  not  see  their  way  to 
undertake  the  housing  of  tenants  already  in  arrears  or 
who  are  said  to  be  bad  tenants. 

In  contemplating  action  under  Section  3  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925,  difficulty  arose  in  one  case  as  the 
premises  concerned  were  a  combined  house  and  shop, 
and  it  was  considered  that  this  dwelling  could  not  be 
claimed  to  be  a  house  under  the  section. 

It  is  proposed  that  action  under  Part  H  of  the  1930 
Housing  Act  shall  result  in  75  houses  being  repaired 
during  the  next  five  years. 

Insufficient  Water  Supply.^ — All  the  houses  in  the 
Borough,  with  the  exception  of  some  20  outlying 
premises,  obtain  their  water  from  the  town  supply.  There 
are,  however,  343  houses  with  no  internal  water  supply, 
and  326  of  these  have  to  share  the  use  of  an  outside  tap 
with  other  householders. 
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Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation. — 248  houses 
have  no  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  within  their 
own  curtilag-e,  and  of  these  208  have  to  share  with  other 
houses,  there  being*  less  than  one  closet  per  house. 

It  is  not  considered  that  there  are  any  unhealthy 
areas  in  the  town  suitable  for  treatment  as  clearance  or 
improvement  areas. 


Bye-laws. — New  bye-laws  relating  to  new  houses 
and  the  drainage  of  existing  buildings  were  adopted 
during  the  year.  There  are  no  bye-laws  relating  to 
houses  let  in  lodgings  or  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

There  are  19  cowkeepers  and  69  milk  sellers  regist¬ 
ered  within  the  Borough.  In  addition,  the  names  of  32 
persons  who  reside  outside  and  retail  milk  inside  the 
Borough  are  on  the  Register.  86  visits  were  paid  to  the 
cowsheds  and  142  to  the  milkshops;  in  each  case  the 
occupier’s  attention  was  called  to  the  requirements  as  to 
cleansing  and  limewashing;  these  were  complied  with. 
30  of  the  milk  sellers  are  registered  only  for  the  sale  of 
sterilized  milk  in  sealed  bottles. 

There  are  six  retailers  licensed  to  sell  Grade  A.  Milk 
in  the  town,  of  whom  five  cover  the  whole  area  by  motor 
delivery.  Three  of  these,  however,  only  sell  occasional 
bottles  of  Grade  A.  Milk.  The  Corporation  give  their 
support  and  encouragement  to  this  purer  milk  supply,  by 
restricting  their  contracts  for  the  Isolation  Hospital  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre  to  Grade  A.  Milk. 

During  the  year  a  further  step  forward  has  been 
made,  as  there  is  now  one  retailer  who  bottles  Grade  A. 
Tuberculin-tested  Milk  [Grade  A.  (T.T.)].  This  can  be 
guaranteed  as  absolutely  free  from  all  risk  of  tuberculo¬ 
sis  although  it  is  a  fresh  unheated  milk.  Grade  A. 
(T.T.)  Milk  is  now  granted  to  specially  delicate  children 
by  the  Child  Welfare  Committee. 
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The  examination  of  samples  for  bacterial  content  and 
for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 
The  following  results  were  obtained  from  milk  on  sale 
in  the  Borough. — 


No.  of 

Not 

Tuber- 

samples. 

Clean.  | 

1 

1 

clean. 

culous. 

Grade  A . 

23 

1 

1 

22  1 

1 

1 

Ordinary  milks . 

79 

60  1 
i 

19 

7 

Meat. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  was  25  tons  16:]:  cwts.,  from  406 
carcases,  classified  as  follows: — Oxen,  167;  sheep,  82; 
pigs,  103;  calves,  54.  In  184  cases  the  reason  for  con¬ 
demnation  was  tuberculous  disease  in  various  forms. 

There  is  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  meat 
condemned  compared  with  1929. 

As  in  previous  years  by  far  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  meat  is  examined  at  one  large  slaughterhouse  to 
which  doubtful  carcases  are  sent  from  the  surrounding 
district  to  be  dealt  with. 

In  considering  the  proportion  of  animals  condemned, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  percentage  should  be 
high  compared  with  some  other  districts,  owing  to  this 
custom  of  sending  doubtful  carcases  to  Stafford  for 
disposal. 

When,  however,  I  obtained  figures  from  a  town  with 
a  public  abattoir  where  all  meat  is  supervised  by  a 
Veterinary  Inspector  it  was  found  that  tuberculosis  in 
cattle,  pigs  and  calves  accounted  for  435  carcases,  while 
in  Staft'ord  the  total  number  of  carcases  recognised  as 
tuberculous  was  only  324  out  of  a  rather  larger  total.  In 
pigs  the  difference  is  specially  marked,  3%  being  aft'ected 
with  tuberculosis  in  that  town  and  only  1%  recognised 
as  such  in  Stafford. 
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It  may,  of  course,  be  that  our  experience  is  specially 
fortunate,  but  I  would  repeat  what  I  have  often  said, 
taking  the  words  used  by  a  previous  M.O.H.  in  the 
Health  report  as  far  back  as  1884,  that  the  establishment 
of  a  Public  Abattoir  would  enable  the  Inspector  “  to 
more  thoroughly  supervise  the  meat  supply  of  the  town.” 

In  1879  the  previous  medical  officer  said  “  it  would 
be  better  for  all  concerned  if  there  were  established  a 
Public  Abattoir  somewhere  not  too  near  the  centre  of  the 
town.” 

Classification  of  Slaughterhouses. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.,  1930.  In  Dec. ,1930. 


Registered  ... 

11 

2 

2 

Licensed 

11 

13 

13 

22 

15 

15 

The  classification  of  slaughterhouses  has  been  revised 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Council  adopted  the  Local 
Government  Act  (1858)  in  March,  1872.  Section  45  of 
this  Act  incorporated  the  sections  of  the  Towns  Improve¬ 
ment  Clauses  Act  (1847)  with  respect  to  slaughterhouses, 
so  that  slaughterhouses  in  existence  in  March,  1872, 
should  have  been  registered,  while  those  constructed 
subsequently,  together  with  any  temporarily  disused,  had 
to  be  licensed  before  they  could  be  used  as  slaughter¬ 
houses.  Records  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  Office  show  that 
licenses  have  been  applied  for  in  respect  of  all  the  exist¬ 
ing  slaughterhouses  except  in  the  case  of  two  which 
appear  to  be  registered. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  have 
devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  the  question  of  the 
old  dilapidated  buildings  used  as  slaughterhouses  in  the 
town,  and  have  made  personal  inspections  of  all  of  them. 

The  main  defects  of  these  old  places  are  the  close 
proximity  of  the  slaughterhouses  and  lairs  to  dwelling 
houses,  and,  further,  that  the  buildings  are  old  worn-out 
structures  which  are  invariably  offensive  and  especiallv 
so  in  the  summer  months. 
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It  is  urgently  desirable  in  the  public  interest  that 
most  of  the  existing  premises  be  closed,  the  slaughtering 
to  be  transferred  to  some  suitable  site  or  sites  preferably 
adjoining  one  or  other  of  the  two  large  modern  establish¬ 
ments. 

If  the  new  premises  required  for  this  policy  cannot 
be  grouped  together,  so  as  to  avoid  scattering  such  a 
necessarily  unpleasant  trade  about  the  town  and  to  make 
efficient  inspection  possible,  then  I  urge  that  the  sooner 
a  public  abattoir  is  provided  the  better.  This  would 
not  only  greatly  increase  the  thoroughness  of  meat 
inspection,  reduce  animal  suffering  by  making  the  use  of 
the  humane  killer  general,  but  w'ould  free  manv  of  the 
poorer  working  class  houses  from  most  unwholesome 
neighbours. 


Other  Foods. 

Regular  observations  have  been  made  of  the  food 
stuffs  exposed  for  sale  in  the  Market  Hall,  and  they  were 
found  to  be  in  a  sound  condition. 


Ice  Cream  Shops. 

There  are  31  premises  on  which  ice  cream  is  made  in 
the  Borough.  33  inspections  have  been  made.  The 
majority  of  these  places  are  small  shops,  and  the  ice 
cream  is  made  during  the  summer  months.  The  utensils 
and  premises  were  kept  in  a  clean  condition.  There  is 
an  increase  of  7  over  the  number  of  premises  in  use  in 
1929. 


32 


Infectious  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  53  weeks  from  29th  December  1929  to  3rd  January  1931 
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♦Cases  from  other  districts  (In  General  Infirmary.)  (a)  Notified  in  1929.  (b)  Notified  in  1924. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  town  has  remained,  on  the  whole,  comparatively 
free  from  infectious  disease.  As  compared  with  last  year, 
there  were  rather  more  cases  of  Scarlet  fever ;  but 
influenza,  measles  and  whooping  cough  were  less 
prevalent. 


Smallpox. 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  but  the  fact  that 
11,855  cases  were  notified  in  England  and  Wales,  418  of 
them  in  Staffordshire,  shows  that  we  were  fortunate  not 
to  have  any  ourselves. 

Vaccination  Statistics. — The  following  figures  for 
1929  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  Stafford  Union  Area: — 

Births  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  620 


Successfully  vaccinated  ... 

...  199 

Exemptions 

...  383 

Died  unvaccinated 

...  28 

Removed 

...  10 

620 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Seventy-six  cases  occurred,  one  half  of  them  being 
notified  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year.  The 
disease  continued  to  be  of  a  mild  type,  and  all  the  patients 
recovered.  Scarlet  fever  streptococcus  antitoxin  was 
used  in  cases  coming  under  treatment  in  the  early  stages, 
especially  in  younger  children,  and  such  cases  appeared 
to  clear  up  rapidly,  as  a  rule  without  complications. 

It  has  not  been  thought  wise  to  discharge  any 
patients  from  hospital  under  four  weeks  from  the  onset. 
There  was  one  “  return  ”  case  which  was  notified  21  days 
after  the  return  of  the  first  case  from  hospital. 

One  house  had  five  cases,  one  four,  two  had  two 
cases  each,  and  fifty-nine  single  cases. 

The  influence  of  overcrowding  is  again  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  the  infected  houses  had  only  0.82  rooms  per 
person,  compared  with  the  Census  figure  of  1.13  for  the 
town  as  a  whole. 
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Case  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  Stafford,  2.65;  for 
England  and  Wales,  2.76. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  only  eighteen  cases,  all  of  whom 
recovered.  Sixteen  houses  had  one  case  each,  there  being 
only  one  house  with  two  cases. 

The  infected  houses  had  only  0.88  rooms  per  person. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  living,  for  Staff'ord,  0.63;  for 
England  and  Wales,  1.84. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  fever  and  ffve  cases  of 
Puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified,  all  of  whom  recovered. 

With  regard  to  facilities  for  treatment.  Dr.  F.  M. 
Blumer  has  been  appointed  as  consultant  under  the 
Puerperal  fever  and  Puerperal  pyrexia  Regulations, 
bacteriological  examinations  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  hospital  treatment  is  available  at  the  General 
Infirmary,  and  trained  nursing  is  provided  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association. 

Rates  for  Staff'ord,  0.07  for  Puerperal  fever,  and  0.17 
for  Puerperal  pyrexia;  for  England  and  Wales,  0.06  for 
Puerperal  fever  and  0.14  for  Puerperal  pyrexia. 

Pneumonia. 

Twenty-nine  cases  were  notified.  The  treachery  of 
Spring  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  sixteen  of  these 
occurred  in  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May.  Of 
the  notified  cases  eight  proved  fatal ;  six  further  deaths 
were  attributed  to  pneumonia,  but  some  of  these  were 
secondary  pneumonias  which  are  not  notifiable. 

Steps  are  taken  to  obtain  assistance,  such  as  nursing 
or  extra  nourishment  when  it  is  reciuired.  The  relief  for 
such  necessitous  cases  has  been  obtained  from  the  Guild 
of  Social  Welfare  or  from  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee. 

Erysipelas. 

Seventeen  cases  were  notified,  of  whom  two  died. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  for  Staff'ord,  0.59;  for  England 
and  Wales  0.45. 
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Encephalitis  lethargica. 

There  was  one  case,  notified  from  the  General 
Infirmary.  Two  deaths  occurred,  in  cases  notified  in  1924 
and  1929  respectively. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

One  case,  belonging  to  an  outside  district,  was 
notified  from  the  General  Infirmary,  and  died  on  the 
same  day. 

Chicken  pox. 

One  hundred  and  three  cases  were  notified.  In  doubt¬ 
ful  cases  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  the  M.O.H. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

A  small  outbreak  of  measles  took  place  in  the  spring, 
and  caused  two  deaths.  In  the  autumn  a  larger  number 
of  cases  occurred,  fortunately  without  fatality.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  the  disease  had  died  out.  The  Health 
Visitors  made  130  primary  and  137  re-visits. 

A  few  cases  of  Whooping  cough  came  to  notice  in 
December,  when  7  primary  and  4  re-visits  were  made. 
The  disease  was  more  prevalent  in  the  early  months  of 
1931. 

Every  eft'ort  is  made  to  bring  home  to  parents  the 
dangerous  character  of  Measles  and  Whooping  cough. 
In  both,  the  school  intimations  often  prove  valuable  in 
directing  attention  to  the  homes  of  infants  which  have 
been  invaded.  The  Health  Visitors  are  then  able  to  urge 
that  medical  attention  be  obtained  at  least  for  these 
youngest  ones  in  whom  the  attacks  are  apt  to  be  most 
serious.  This,  of  course,  can  only  be  done  when  the 
school  intimation  is  received  soon  after  the  absence  of  the 
first  case  from  school. 

Bacteriological  Work. 

The  County  Laboratory,  provided  by  the  Stafford 
County  Council,  is  situated  in  Martin  Street.  It  under¬ 
takes  bacteriological  examinations  in  suspected  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis,  Enteric  Fever,  Cerebro-spinal 
Fever,  and  Malaria;  and  also  the  Wassermann  test  for 
Syphilis.  This  service  is  available,  without  charge,  to 
medical  practitioners.  All  Diphtheria  cases  at  the 
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Isolation  Hospital  are  thus  tested  for  freedom  from 
infection  before  discharge.  It  is  also  desirable  that  those 
who  have  been  in  close  contact  with  a  case  of  Diphtheria 
should  be  tested,  in  case  they  are  harbouring  infection, 
and  arrangements  are  made  to  get  this  done  as  far  as 
possible.  Where  necessary  a  virulence  test  is  carried  out 
to  enable  a  persistent  carrier  of  non-virulent  bacilli  to  be 
released  from  unnecessary  restrictions. 

During  the  year  the  following  reports  were  received 


bv  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health : — 

Swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria  bacilli  ...  670 

Virulence  test  (Diphtheria)  ...  ...  3 

Blood  examined  for  Widal  reaction  ...  11 

Blood  culture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Faeces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Urine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sputum  examined  for  Tubercle  bacilli  ...  77 


Issues  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  Etc. 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  antitoxin  are  available  at  the 
public  expense  for  necessitous  cases.  These  are  used  by 
medical  practitioners  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  or  possible  Diphtheria,  it  being  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  such  treatment  should  be  commenced 
without  waiting  for  bacteriological  confirmation,  and  so 
losing  valuable  time.  Few  cases  of  this  disease,  if  any, 
will  fail  to  do  well  if  given  a  sufficient  dose  of  antitoxin 
on  the  first  day  of  the  illness. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  offered  through 
the  Welfare  Centre  for  children  under  school  age,  but  up 
to  the  present  only  a  few  parents  have  taken  advantage 
of  this.  Diphtheria  Toxoid  Antitoxin  is  also  provided 
for  the  use  of  medical  practitioners. 

The  Schick  and  Dick  tests  have  not  been  used. 


Disinfection. 

A  Washington  Lyon  steam  disinfector  is  used  for 
bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  which  have  been  exposed  to 
infection. 
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Houses  in  which  there  have  been  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis,  etc.,  are  fumig-ated  with 
formalin  vapour  or  sprayed  with  formalin  solution,  and 
a  liquid  disinfectant  is  supplied  to  the  occupier  for  use  in 
the  “  spring  cleaning  ”  which  is  advised  as  a  sequel  to  the 
fumigation.  The  disinfectant  is  supplied  in  special 
poison  bottles  only. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

One  hundred  and  forty  cases  were  admitted,  classified 
as  follows : — 


' 

Disease. 

1 

Stafford 

Borough. 

Stafford 

Rural 

District. 

Rugeley 

Total. 

Scarlet  fever . 

63 

30 

93 

Diphtheria  . 

16 

9 

17 

42 

Paratyphoid  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Tonsillitis  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Erythema  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tetany  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total  . 

82 

41 

17 

140 

The  only  death  was  that  of  a  child  sent  in  from  the 
Stafford  Rural  District,  who  only  lived  a  few  hours  after 
being  moved. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Miss  Roberts  for  the  very 
efficient  way  in  which  she  has  carried  out  her  duties  as 
Matron.  Her  care  for  the  patients  and  management  of 
staff  have  been  all  that  one  could  wish. 

The  great  majority  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
cases  are  treated  at  the  hospital,  as  there  are  few  houses 
in  the  town  where  efficient  isolation  would  be  possible. 
As  a  rule,  even  the  provision  of  a  separate  bedroom  would 
involve  overcrowding  in  other  parts  of  the  house.  In 
certain  employments  objection  would  be  taken  to  a 
worker,  living  in  the  same  house  as  the  patient,  continu¬ 
ing  at  work.  Finally,  in  most  families  there  is  only  one 
adult  who  can  be  at  home  to  look  after  the  patient  and 
she  is  usually  the  mother  with  other  children  to  attend  to. 
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Having  only  22  beds  to  serve  the  Borough  and  the 
Rural  District,  a  combined  population  of  over  38,000,  it 
is  not  possible  to  attempt  to  admit  cases  of  other  diseases, 
such  as  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  although  a  few 
such  would  have  a  much  better  chance  of  recovery  in 
hospital. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Of  the  three  cases  notified,  one,  whose  sight  would 
probably  have  been  lost,  died  from  Whooping  cough  in 
January,  1931. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths. 

Notified 

Trea 

ted. 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

impaired 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

f) 

1 

... 

Tuberculosis. 

Analysis  of  the  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the 
calendar  year,  1930: — ■ 


Age  Perioj>s 

New 

Cases. 

De^ 

ITHS. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

N( 

Respi 

en- 

ratory 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  . 

■ 

1 

1 

, 

, 

1 

- 

1—5  . 

- - 

— 

o 

1 

— 

O 

1 

5—10 . 

4 

O 

7 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

10—15 . 

1 

1 

O 

t  4 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 . 

2 

1 

1 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20—26 . 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

- — ■ 

25—35 . 

9 

1 

1 

■ — 

3 

1 

— 

— 

35 — 45 . 

[ 

3 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

45 — 55 . 

4 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

55—65 . 

— 

3 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

65  &  over 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals . 

25 

16 

15 

8 

12 

'7 

5 

3 
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The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was 
0.93  as  compared  with  0.90  last  year.  The  figure  f(3r 
respiratory  tuberculosis  (0.66)  is  the  lowest  on  record, 
and  compares  favourably  with  0.74,  the  jirovisional  figure 
for  England  and  Wales. 


Year. 

Number 

of  deaths. 

Rj 

ite  per  1,( 

)00. 

New 

Cases. 

Res. 

Non-Res. 

Res. 

Non-Res. 

Total.- 

1920 

30 

9 

1.08 

0.32 

1.40 

61 

1921 

30 

7 

1.03 

0.24 

1.27 

53 

1922 

29 

7 

0.99 

0.24 

1.23 

40 

1923 

26 

2 

0.88 

0.07 

0.95 

57 

1924 

29 

6 

1.01 

0.21 

1.22 

56 

1925 

27 

5 

0.93 

0.17 

1.10 

76 

1926 

26 

5 

0.89 

0.17 

1.06 

60 

1927 

20 

4 

0.69 

0.14 

0.83 

53 

1928 

24 

6 

0.83 

0.20 

1.03 

73 

1929 

21 

5 

0.73 

0.17 

0.90 

61 

1930 

Average  f 

19 
□  r 

8 

0.66 

0.27 

0.93 

64 

England  and  Wales  ( 1930) 

0.74 

0.16 

0.90 

The  “  Balance  Sheet  ”  for  the  register  may  be  given 
as  follows : — 


Number  on  register  at 

31st  December,  1929  287 

Notifications  in  1930  52 

Transfers  from  other 
districts  ...  ...  5 

Unnotified  deaths  ...  7 


351 


Deaths  in  1930  ...  29* 

Removals  ...  ...  10 

“  Cured  ”  .  10 

Number  on  register  at 
31st  December, 

1930  .  302 

351 


*Includes  two  deaths  attributed  to  other  causes. 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  tends  to  grow 
steadily  year  by  year,  in  spite  of  the  removal  of  the  names 
of  those  in  whom  it  is  hoped  the  disease  may  be  regarded 
as  permanently  arrested.  At  the  end  of  1925  the  number 
was  216  as  compared  with  the  present  figure  of  302. 
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Notification. — Seven  of  the  deaths  attributed  to 
tuberculosis  were  in  un-notihed  cases.  Two  of  these 
were  due  to  meningitis  diagnosed  just  before  death,  one 
was  in  a  child  whose  parents  had  no  fixed  abode,  while 
the  other  four  were  chronic  cases  which  the  doctors 
believed  to  have  been  notified  previouslv. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Un-notified  Deaths. 

Average  interval 
between  notification 
and  Death. 

1920 

11 

8.5  months 

1921 

5 

9.5 

1922 

8 

20.7  „ 

1923 

4 

13.3 

1924 

8 

18.4 

1925 

7 

18.1 

1926 

2 

14.0 

1927 

5 

27.2 

1928 

3 

16.5 

1929 

5 

17.2  „ 

1930 

7 

30.1 

Thirty  cases  from  the  Borough  of  Stafford  were 
admitted  as  in-patients  to  the  following  institutions 
during  1930: — 

Prestwood  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  15 

Edge  View  Tuberculosis  Plospital  ...  5 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  4 

Himley  Children’s  Sanatorium  ...  ...  5 

Yarnfield  Tuberculosis  Hospital  ...  1 

After-Care. — The  Stafford  Guild  of  Social  Welfare 
undertake  this  work  in  the  area.  An  annual  grant  up  to 
£2  per  case  relieved  is  made  by  the  Joint  Committee 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  After-Care  Committee,  but 
it  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  the  primary  aim  of 
the  work  is  not  to  relieve  distress  amongst  the  tubercul¬ 
ous  but  rather  to  help  them  to  become  self-supporting. 
All  cases  are  submitted  to  the  Committee  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  following  is  a  brief  summary 
of  the  main  objects  of  the  work: — 

1.  To  allay  any  fears  that  may  exist  as  to  the 
danger  of  infection  in  early  cases,  subject  to  the 
patient  taking  reasonable  precautions. 
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2.  Finding  suitable  employment  and  providing 
clothing  and  food  in  necessitous  cases. 

3.  The  provision  of  beds  and  bedding  to  enable 
patients  to  sleep  alone. 

4.  When  necessary  to  assist  the  families  of  patients 

who  are  under  treatment  in  residential  institu- 
tions.  ___ 

5.  To  take  a  general  interest  in  the  welfare  of  cases 
submitted  to  their  care,  and  if  necessary  to  visit 
them  at  their  own  homes.  These  visits  are  not 
intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  visits  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the  Council. 


Health  Visiting. — The  Health  Visitors  have  paid 
52  primary  visits  to  tuberculous  persons  on  notihcation 
and  1,013  subsequent  visits.  Many  are  still  in  great  need 
of  better  housing,  and  even  infectious  cases  cannot 
always  arrange  to  sleep  alone. 

The  sleeping  accommodation  of  the  302  cases  on  the 
register  was  as  follows : — 

Separate  bedroom.  Separate  bed  (share  room).  Share  bed. 

86  (28.5%)  72  (23.8%)  142  (47.0%) 

while  2,  or  0.7%,  occupied  shelters  in  the  open  air. 

The  majority  of  cases  who  share  a  bed  are  married 
persons  and  they  are  often  unwilling  to  see  the  need  for 
a  change,  though  there  are  still  some  whose  difficulty  is 
the  provision  of  the  necessary  beds.  Those  sharing  a 
room  are  usually  in  need  of  better  housing  accommod¬ 
ation.  During  the  year  two  such  families  removed  into 
Corporation  houses. 

Shelters  have  been  provided  by  the  Joint  Committee 
for  use  by  patients  residing  in  the  area,  but  many  of  the 
worst  cases  are  not  well  enough  to  sleep  outside,  and 
they  are  not  always  willing  to  be  removed  to  Hospital, 
even  when  accommodation  is  available.  There  is  no 
doubt,  that  patients  do  much  better  in  shelters  than  when 
they  sleep  in  small  ill-ventilated  rooms,  but  it  requires  a 
considerable  amount  of  determination  to  persevere  with 
the  treatment,  especially  during  the  winter  months. 
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Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925,  and  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  either  of  these 
provisions,  the  former  of  which  relates  to  tuberculous 
employees  in  the  milk  trade  and  the  latter  to  compulsory 
removal  of  infectious  cases  to  hospital. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births  Act. 

420  births  were  notified  (381  by  midwives,  32  by 
doctors,  and  7  by  parents).  Twenty-two  other  births  are 
known  to  have  occurred,  making  442  births  taking  place 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  Of  this  total  95%  were 
notified  in  accordance  with  the  above  Acts. 

Health  Visiting. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  visits  in  regard  to 
Infant  Welfare: — 

Births  Primary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  391 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1475 

Ante-natal  visits.  Primary  ...  ...  ...  104 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  114 

Visits  to  older  children  (1-5)  ...  ...  ...  3819 

Inquiries  into  infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inquiries  into  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Infant  Idfe  Protection  (Children’s  Act,  1908)  25 

Unclassified  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  great  majority  of  the  births 
are  visited,  and  that  the  older  children  (1-5)  received 
their  share  of  attention  too,  an  important  part  of  the 
work  which  has  been  greatly  expanded  since  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  second  Health  Visitor. 

As  from  the  1st  April,  1930,  the  functions  under  Part 
I.  of  the  Children’s  Act,  1908,  formerly  discharged  by  the 
Poor  Law  Authority,  were  transferred  to  the  Town 
Council,  and  the  M.O.H.  was  appointed  to  act  as  Regis¬ 
tration  Officer  with  the  two  Health  Visitors  as  Infant 
Protection  Visitors.  This  has  caused  little  change  as 
the  visiting  has  been  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the 
past. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Centre  is  held  at  the  Wesley  Schools,  Queen 
Street,  and  is  open  from  10  a.m.  to  noon  and  from  2  to 
4  p.m.  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays.  It  has  been 
well  attended,  and  the  numbers  are  well  maintained  in 
spite  of  the  falling  birth  rate. 

x\nte-natal  consultations  are  held  on  Thursdays  from 
2  to  4  p.m.,  and  the  attendances  have  been  cjuite  en¬ 
couraging  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  inducements,  such 
as  free  meals,  are  provided  and  that  there  is  no  maternity 
home  in  connection  with  the  Centre. 

The  death  of  9  infants  within  one  month  of  birth,  to 
which  number  must  be  added  19  stillbirths,  shows  that 
there  is  scope  for  saving  infant  life  in  this  work  as  well 
as  for  the  care  of  the  mother  during  pregnancy. 

Sterilized  maternity  outfits  are  on  sale  at  cost  price 
(3/-  and  6/3),  and  may  be  paid  for  by  instalments.  Up 
to  the  present  there  is  little  demand  for  them^ 

Co-operation  with  the  midwifery  service  is  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  fact  that  one  of  the  midwives  from  the 
District  Nursing  Association  attends  at  the  afternoon 
sessions  to  assist,  and  efforts  have  been  made  to  get  the 
midwives  to  make  greater  use  of  the  Centre.  Too  many 
of  the  mothers  pass  through  pregnancy  without  any 
niedical  supervision,  and  there  seems  no  reason  why  this 
should  not  be  changed.  Certainly  the  patients  themselves 
are  far  more  ready  to  understand  the  advantage  of 
medical  care  during  pregnancy  than  they  used  to  be. 

It  is  particularly  difficult  to  understand  why  more 
use  is  not  made  of  the  offer  to  supply  maternity  outfits 
to  the  mothers  through  the  Centre. 

Number  of  consultation  days  ...  ...  ...  99 

New  Cases  registered  (under  1  year) .  211 

New  cases  registered  (1  to  5  years) .  19 

Total  attendances  (by  children  under  1  year)  3070 

Total  attendances  (by  children,  1  to  5  years)  3920 

Average  attendance  per  week  (two  sessions)  141 

Ante-natal  consultations : 


New  cases  registered 
Subsequent  attendances 


23 

10 
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Thanks  are  due  to  members  of  the  Maternity  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Guild  of  Social  Welfare  for  regular 
assistance  on  Centre  days,  an  indispensable  help  in  the 
running  of  the  Centre,  also  for  loan  of  Maternity  Bags 
to  necessitous  cases;  to  the  Mayor’s  Fund  for  clothing 
for  the  mothers  and  children ;  and  t(3  the  Guild’s  Boot 
Fund  for  boots  for  children  under  school  age. 

Baby  Day. 

Miss  Suffield  contributes  the  following  account 

The  Baby  Week  Celebrations  were  held  during  the 
last  week  in  June. 

As  in  former  years  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the 
clergy  and  ministers  of  religion  inviting  their  co¬ 
operation  by  preaching  special  sermons  on  Sunday,  June 
22nd. 

The  chemists  and  drapers  gave  special  displays  of 
mothers’  and  children’s  requirements.  These  displays 
form  a  special  feature  of  “Baby  Week,”  being  both 
educational  and  spectacular. 

The  Welfare  Centre  in  Queen  Street  was  open  to 
the  public  on  Monday,  23rd  June.  Many  mothers 
brought  friends,  but  members  of  the  general  public 
evidently  overlooked  that  part  of  the  programme. 

The  Pram  Parade  prizes  were  on  view,  and  their 
attractive  appearance  caused  many  waverers  to  decide  to 
decorate. 

We  were  again  indebted  to  Messrs.  Brookfields’ 
Successors  for  the  loan  of  a  perambulator  and  to  Mrs. 
Drury  for  her  assistance  in  decorating  it.  The  peram¬ 
bulator  was  on  view  at  the  Welfare  Centre  about  a 
month,  and  prc^ved  invaluable  to  mothers  making  their 
first  attempt  in  this  form  of  decoration. 

A  garden  party  organised  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  was  held  in  -the  Victoria 
Pleasure  Grounds  on  Wednesday,  25th  June.  Many 
anxious  moments  were  spent  during  the  morning  of  the 
great  day  as  the  weather  was  very  dull  and  showery,  but 
optimism  was  rewarded,  and  the  sun  shone  brilliantly 
during  the  afternoon. 
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The  decorated  perambulators  were  judged  in  the 
Market  Hall,  which  presented  a  very  pretty  and  animated 
appearance  as  the  various  judges,  vainly  trying  to  ignore 
the  charms  of  the  prettiest  babies,  sternly  set  themselves 
to  fix  the  awards  upon  the  most  deserving  !  The 
standard  of  work  was  again  excellent,  and  the  number 
of  competitors  increased.  A  small  consolation  prize  wa:? 
given  to  the  unsuccessful  ones.  The  display  of  flags  and 
bunting  decorating  the  main  streets  owing  to  Pageant 
Week  were  a  fitting  setting  for  the  Pram  Parade  which 
preceded  the  garden  party. 

The  whole  feminine  population  of  the  town  appeared 
to  turn  out  to  view  the  procession  as  it  passed  through 
the  streets. 

It  was  marshalled  by  Councillor  Pilliner  and 
Councillor  Pitt,  and  headed  by  the  Borough  Military 
Band,  the  Mayor  in  his  robes  and  chain  of  office,  and 
followed  by  members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee,  the  Judges,  and  competitors.  The  route  was 
by  way  of  Crabbery  Street,  Market  Square,  Greengate 
Street,  and  Newport  Road.  The  guests  were  welcomed 
at  the  Victoria  Pleasure  Grounds  by  Councillor  Mrs. 
South,  J.P.,  and  tea  was  very  expediously  served  by  Mrs. 
Jackson  and  Mrs.  Dix,  J.P.,  and  a  large  number  of  will¬ 
ing  helpers. 

The  Pram  Parade  and  Mothercraft  prizes  were 
presented  by  the  Mayoress  (Mrs.  Richardson),  who  also 
presented  the  two  special  prizes  given  by  Mrs.  Aspin, 
Burfield  House,  Tixall  Road,  and  Messrs.  Rowland’s, 
Gaol  Road,  for  attendance  at  the  Welfare  Centre  from  the 
first  to  the  fifth  year. 

These  prizes  took  the  form  of  a  travelling  rug  and  a 
leg  of  mutton  (presented  on  a  dish  complete  with  muslin 
and  wire  cover,  the  latter  given  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee).  These  were 
won  by  the  mothers  of  two  children,  who  had  made 
record  attendances  extending  over  the  whole  period  from 
birth  to  school  age.  Miss  Parker-Jervis,  of  Meaford  Hall, 
Stone,  presented  the  Blumer  Shield  Medals  and  Certifi- 
ptes.  Dr.  Grace  Sherwood  kindly  acted  as  adjudicator 
in  this  competition  on  June  18th.  ^ 

The  band  played  selections  of  music  until  6-30  p.m. 


46 


At  the  request  of  the  Mayor  a  number  of  the  decor¬ 
ated  perambulators  took  part  in  the  Pageant  procession 
on  Saturday,  June  28th. 

Free  Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

This  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year,  and, 
owing  to  the  persistence  of  unemployment,  has  been  of 
great  value  in  enabling  these  mothers  to  feed  their 
children  satisfactorily.  Number  of  applications  received, 
141.  Of  these,  122  were  granted  and  nineteen  refused. 
The  numbers  on  the  list  were  94  on  January  1st  and  89 
on  December  31st. 

When  a  famil}^  was  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief, 
milk  for  the  infant  (if  attending  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre)  was  provided  by  the  Committee  on  a  voucher 
specially  issued  by  the  Relieving  Officer,  the  cost  of  the 
milk  being  repaid  by  the  Guardians.  This  valuable  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Guardians  ensured  the  supply  of  proper 
food  for  these  infants  at  contract  prices.  Efforts  w^ere 
made  to  establish  similar  relations  with  the  new  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  but  without  success. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  breast  feeding. 
Even  in  those  cases  where  it  has  already  been  given  up, 
a  fresh  start  is  often  made  with  success.  Of  364  children 
who  completed  the  age  of  nine  months  during  1930: — - 

87%  were  breast  fed  at  the  first  visit, 

68%  were  breast  fed  at  the  end  of  three  months,  and 

57%  were  breast  fed  for  over  six  months,  while 

13%  were  artificially  fed  at  first  visit. 

This  work  is  still  handicapped  by  unwise  advice 
given  by  those  about  the  mother  to  the  effect  that  her 
milk  does  not  suit  the  baby.  Very  often  the  real  fault  is 
not  in  the  milk,  but  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  given.  Eor 
example,  trouble  often  arises  from  indigestion,  due  to  too 
free  a  flow  of  milk  which  the  mother  has  not  known  how 
to  control  even  if  she  has  recognised  the  cause  of  the 
difficulty. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  authorised  to  send  any  cases 
attending  the  centre,  who  require  orthopaedic  treatment, 
to  the  Clinic  in  Stafford,  and  during  the  year  20  benefltted 
by  this.  The  cases  comprised  congenital  deformities  (8), 
birth  injuries  (7),  rickets  (4),  and  poliomyelitis  (1). 
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Maternity  Beds. 

The  size  of  the  town  would  not  appear  to  justify  the 
provision  of  a  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  but  if  an 
annexe  to  the  Infirmary  could  be  provided  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  would  fill  a  great  want,  both  in  cases  of 
abnormal  labour  and  in  those  cases  where  the  mothers’ 
home  conditions  are  unsatisfactory.  The  difficulty  of 
financing  any  such  scheme  appears  to  be  considerable. 

The  solution  may  be  found  under  the  reorganisation 
of  the  late  Poor  Law  Institutions,  which  is  at  present 
being  considered  by  the  County  Authorities. 

Co-ordination  with  the  School  Medical  Service. 

Abnormal  children  are,  as  far  as  possible,  reported 
to  the  School  Medical  Department  on  reaching  school 
age. 

Information  with  regard  to  houses  infected  with 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  is  largely  derived  from 
reports  received  from  the  school  teachers  bv  arrangement 
with  the  School  Medical  Department,  and  any  homes 
where  there  are  children  under  five  are  visited  by  one  of 
the  Health  Visitors. 

Health  Propaganda. 

The  issue  of  a  local  edition  of  Better  Health  ”  was 
started  in  June,  1,000  copies  being  distributed  each 
month.  The  greater  number  of  copies  have  reached  the 
homes  through  the  schools  and  the  Welfare  Centre.  The 
magazine  has  been  very  well  received,  and  I  am  particu¬ 
larly  gratified  by  the  kindly  reception  given  to  it  by  the 
teachers  in  the  schools,  whose  invaluable  co-operation  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge. 
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